
Minutes of the Poetry Society of Texas
Saturday, December 12, 2015 in Dallas, Texas

by Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks
President Catherine L’Herisson opened the meeting by
welcoming our speaker, Naomi Stroud Simmons, her two
daughters Judy Kirkpatrick and Barbara Derrick, and son-in-
law Dick Derrick. Past presidents J. Paul Holcomb, Marilyn
Stacy, Linda Banks, and Budd Powell Mahan also attended.

Director Susan Maxwell Campbell gave the Octo-
ber/November Membership Report forMembership Chair
Lynn Lewis (see page 6). Treasurer Aman Khan gave the
November financial statement. The largest expense was just
over $6,500 for the annual contest awards and the cost of the
hotel banquet room and meals. Librarian Barbara Blanks
reported on five books donated to the PST permanent collec-
tion (see page 6 for book reports).

President L’Herisson noted several items:
• 141 different poets entered the annual contests, and therewere
49winning poets, morewinners than in past years. Everyone
who won or entered was asked to stand for a round of
applause.
• BethAyerswas thanked for stepping in asBanquet Chair and
for the great job she did on this event.

• Syvlia Medel, Publicity Chair, was thanked for the wonder-
ful job she did promoting the awards. It was printed in vari-
ous papers and posted online. You can read about it at
http://yourgarland.dallasnews.com/2015/12/01/2015-poetry-
society-of-texas-pst-annual-awards-winners/

• Linda Banks, Editor, has begun work on A Book of the Year
for 2016.

• TheBoard approved the appointment of two new councilors:
Sue Roberts of Arp and Sharon Young of Spring. We know
they will do a great job of promoting PST.

• The Board also proposed another change to the bylaws, pre-
sented to members today. The changes will be voted on by
members present at the January 2016 meeting.

�Current: On page 177,Article VII, Section 1, Contests:
“Only active dues-paid members and life members shall
be eligible to compete in the regular contests,” etc.

Corrections for October Monthly Contests
AmySandberg (notHildaWales)won theGalaxy ofVerse
Award. Hilda Wales (not Naomi Simmons) won the
Poetry for PoetsAward.

Important Rule Reminders forMonthly Contests
Please submit poems in a plain 12 point font, preferablyTimes
New Roman. Do not use smaller than a 12 point font. Poems
that violate line length or character length are disqualified. Send
monthly poems in an attached document, not in the body of an
e-mail. Poems in the annual contests are also disqualified for vi-
olating these rules. Poems are not disqualified for misspelled
words, as incorrectly stated in theOctoberBulletin.Please fol-
low the length andwidth rules, so yourwinning poemcanwin!
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Editor: Valerie Martin Bailey December 2015

DECEMBER MONTHLY CONTEST WINNERS
Critic Judge: Edmund Burke ~ Frisco
First Place: J. Paul Holcomb, Double Oak ~“Destined for Dust”
Second Place: Patrick Lee Marshall, Keller
Third Place:Naomi Stroud Simmons, Fort Worth   

Annual Critic Judge: Eleanor Berry, Lyons, Oregon
Annual Winner: Linda Banks, Mesquite, “Eve’s Choice”

December Book Prizes
Reader: Beth Ayers, Plano
Popular Prize: Budd Powell Mahan, Dallas
A Galaxy of Verse Prize:Charles Corry, Yantis
Poetry for Poets Award: Marilyn Stacy, Dallas
William D. Barney Memorial: Barbara Goerdel, Arlington
M. Tandy Duemke Prize: Jessica Gonsoulin, McKinney
Other Poems Read By: Sylvia Medel, Richard Hurzeler, Bar-
bara Blanks, Jacinta Mooney, and Susan Maxwell Campbell.
Laugh Lines Judge: Naomi Stroud Simmons, Fort Worth
Laugh Lines Winner: Sylvia Medel, McKinney

Continued on page 2

Send contest entries before the 15th of each month to the 
Contest Chair, Irene Robertson at 1625 Gayla Creek Drive, 
Little Elm, TX 75068. The e-mail address is: yranie@att.net

� Proposed change: add “monthly” to read “compete in the 
regular monthly contests,” to distinguish those from the 
annual contests.

On January 9 Our Dreams Take Us Forward
At our January meeting we will

celebrate life, poetry, and our future
with our annual Poem-a-Thon.

Our Memories Take Us Back    
At our January meeting we will 

take time to remember our members 
who have completed life’s journey. 



•  We will not have a speaker for the January meeting. Vice-
President Budd Powell Mahan will conduct a short memorial
for members we lost this past year. Afterward we will hold
our Poem-a-Thon. Members present will have a chance to
read their poems before an appreciative audience. There are
always snacks to enjoy, as well, so come and join the fun.

•  Note:we still need a PST Summer Conference host for 2016.
Plans need to be made in advance, so please contact Beth
Ayers or President L’Herisson if your chapter is up for the
fun and prestige of hosting a state conference.
Spotlight on Members Chair, Jessica Gonsoulin intro-

duced our Spotlight Poet, Alice Parker, of Dallas. Alice
moved to Dallas in 2013. She is a member of the Mocking-
bird Chapter and teaches memoir writing at Brookhaven 
College.

President L’Herisson then introduced our program
speaker, Naomi Stroud Simmons of Fort Worth. Naomi is 

active in more than one chapter and has several books to her
credit. She was the 2005 winner of the Hilton Ross Greer Out-
standing Service Award. She is well known for her wonderful
sense of humor and is a frequent winner of the Laugh Lines
contest. She began by holding up her glasses’ case and com-
menting that she had to have them, but couldn’t read with or
without them. Still she read several of her poems, some hu-
morous, some nostalgic, some hopeful, some Christmas, and
one in which she wondered “How are possum stockings
hung?” Think about it. Naomi generously offered free copies
of her chapbook, Christmas Notes and Chords, to all who were
present. Everyone enjoyed her program and appreciated her
being with us.

After the break, Director Beth Ayers announced the win-
ners for December for Monthly Contest Chair Irene Robert-
son who could not be present (see the winners in the monthly
contest box on page 1). The meeting was adjourned.

2

FFrroomm  OOuurr  MMeemmbbeerr  CChhaapptteerrss  ……                              PPooeettrryy  NNeewwss  FFrroomm  AAccrroossss  TTeexxaassPST

ALAMO AREA POETS of TEXAS
Iris Maahs, Reporting 

November News: Don Mathis was fortunate to attend a
presentation by Juan Felipe Herrera, the new United States
Poet Laureate, when he visited San Antonio recently. Her-
rera is the first Hispanic to hold the title of U.S. Poet Lau-
reate. Don reported on the event at the November meeting
and read one of Herrera’s poems. He also wrote an article
about the reading that was published in the Rivard Report. 

Peter Holland’s poem, “The Hurry Cane” was recently
published in Voices de la Luna, a San Antonio quarterly po-
etry and arts magazine, and five of Sheila Moore’s poems
placed in the Galaxy of Verse competition.

Winners of the October contests judged by Budd
Mahan are as follows. Open topic: 1st–Sheila Moore, 2nd–
Leah Fagan, 3rd–Peter Holland, HM–Antoinette Winstead.
Assigned topic: 1st–Sheila Moore, 2nd–Iris Maahs, 3rd–
Peter Holland, HM–Toni Murguia. The group extends their
thanks to Budd for judging the October poems.

After awards were presented, members enjoyed 
refreshments provided by Vivian Skinner. Lucy and Bob
McBee were missed at the meeting. They were traveling to
California where they will set sail for Hawaii and will not re-
turn to San Antonio until January. Dee Carter also was un-
able to attend. His wife Nancy reported that he had been
moved to a rehabilitation facility near his home.

The group welcomed new member and accomplished
poet, Lois Heger, into the fold.
December News: AAPT members celebrated Christmas at
their December meeting with a potluck lunch and poetry
reading. Our poets are multi-talented with skills not only in

poetry but the culinary arts. The dishes were all delicious.
Congratulations to Sheila Moore, our program and con-

test chairman. She won six first places, three second places,
six third places, and 19 honorable mentions in the annual
PST contests. She is an inspiration to us all.

We sadly announce the passing of our friend and fellow
poet Dee Carter. Dee served as Parliamentarian of the AAPT
for many years. We enjoyed his sense of humor and his
quick wit expressed in  poetry. He will be missed by all.  

Winners in the November open contest were: 2nd HM–
Kim Mott, 1HM–Iris Maahs, 3rd–Sheila Moore, 2nd–
Vivian Skinner, 1st–Lois Heger. Assigned contest winners
were: 3HM–Linda Crow, 2HM–Sheila Moore, 1HM–Iris
Maahs, 3rd–Lois Heger, 2nd–Don Mathis, 1st–Toni Mur-
guia. Thanks to Marilyn Stacy for judging the November
poems.

Sheila discussed the advantages of membership in the
Poetry Society of Texas and the Galaxy of Verse. Members
voted to sponsor a contest this coming year in the PST 
Annual Awards Contests. Carol Siskovic, who had been ab-
sent for quite some time, was warmly welcomed by the
group on her return. The next meeting of AAPT will be held
at 2:00 P.M. on the first Saturday of January, 2016 at the
Garden Room of Incarnate Word University.

DENTON POETS’ ASSEMBLY
Richard Weatherly Reporting

Denton Poets’ Assembly met on November 21 and De-
cember 19 at the Emily Fowler Central Library. The meet-
ings opened with discussions about the final pairings for
“Merging Visions” 2016 along with other business. 
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For the November assignment, members read Pantoum
poems from J. Paul Holcomb’s October lesson.  In Decem-
ber we used an assigned poem for an “An exercise for
Writer’s Block” based on J. Paul’s November lesson.

Members and guests read free choice poems during our
November and December meetings. We capped off our final
meeting of the month in the year 2015 with holiday cheer. 

In DPA News: Karla K. Morton, 2010 Texas Poet Lau-
reate, presented a poetry reading and book signing, Octo-
ber 22 at the Joyce Thompson Lecture Hall, TWU Library.
DPA members were invited. 

On October 30, DPA members Bob Schinzel and
Richard Weatherly read harvest season/Halloween poetry
at the Good Samaritan Village in South Denton. 

Denton Poets’ Assembly meets on the third Saturday of
the month, at the Emily Fowler Central Library Meetings
are free and open to the public. Everyone is welcome. For
more information, visit www.DentonPoetsAssembly.wee-
bly.com

FORT WORTH POETRY SOCIETY
Anne Jones Reporting 

J. Paul Holcomb opened our November meeting by
reciting Robert Frost’s “Away.” This was one of Frost’s
poems that most of us weren’t familiar with. It is always
nice when someone can recite a poem from memory. There
were no minutes since our Secretary, Susan Campbell, was
not able to attend last month. In the Treasurer’s report by
Anne Jones, she mentioned that we had received $61 from
Arts Goggle.

In Old Business we dealt with the suggestion that we
change the way workshop poems are read. At present, we
take turns reading the critique poems. During the discussion
many heated remarks were made, because this is the heart
of FWPS. If a poem is poorly read, it might not be critiqued
as thoroughly. Susan Taylor said that we all try really hard
to read each poem effectively, and it helps a poet to hear his
/her poem read aloud by someone else. Finally, one mem-
ber said, “We shouldn’t fix what ain’t broke.” Others agreed.
Susan Campbell felt that we should include a rider that if
members would like to read their own poems, they could
advise her before the workshop begins.  That would keep the
poems anonymous while they are being critiqued. Finally, it
was unanimously voted to continue with our present for-
mat,  adding Susan’s rider.

A Christmas party for December was discussed. Our
president, Mike Baldwin, is having surgery so will not be
able to attend. Vice president, Steve Sanders, will preside. It
was decided that we will meet between 6:30 and 7:00 and
refreshments will be sweets from the ladies and savories
from the gentlemen, but not strictly adhered to. Short poems
will be critiqued.

Steve Sanders remarked on the Halloween program that

was held in Johnson County, spear-headed by Trisha Fer-
guson it. A lot of it was about poetry and very good. He
wondered if we might produce something similar at a Sec-
ond Tuesday early next year. He and Trisha will form a com-
mittee to come up with some ideas. Kudos were read and
announcements were given, including a Steam-Punk Festi-
val this weekend. Eight poems were critiqued. This is al-
ways most enjoyable, both serious and sometimes a bit silly.
It really helps us to correct our poems’ weaknesses.

GULF COAST POETS
Daniel Carrington, Reporting

In November, the Gulf Coast Poets welcomed Houston-based
poets Chuck and Mary Wemple as our featured readers. They
entertained a capacity crowd with their personal poetic cre-
ations as well as the rare and special poetic dialogue that can
only come from two practicing poets who are, in addition, hap-
pily married.

In December, GCP hosted our annual December luncheon
in Webster, Tx. We welcomed as featured reader GCP member
and local luminary John Milkereit, and our Guest of Honor was
the 2012 Texas Poet Laureate Jan Seale. She captivated the au-
dience with a range of pieces selected from her oeuvre and
charmed the gathered guests with her warm, personable style.

Also in the news, Terry Jude Miller and the staff of Texas
Poets Podcast completed Episodes 3 and 4 of their ongoing se-
ries—the first, an interview with the 2008 Texas Poet Laureate
Larry D. Thomas; the second, with the 2011 Texas Poet Lau-
reate Dave Parsons. You can check them out via Facebook or
from links at Anne McCrady's website, Inspiritry.com.

HI-PLAINS CHAPTER
Von S. Bourland Reporting

We celebrated National Poetry Day on October 24 at the Jack-
son Square Grill. Following the luncheon, we adjourned to the
Park Central Boardroom for our workshop and business meet-
ing. Due to illness, only eight members were present along with
a guest, Paula Harms, brought by Frances Clegg-Ferris.

Deryl Stephens and Patsy Dawson presented a “trailer”
they developed for Deryl’s new book, Scaramouche, available
at: www.afatherforhisson.com. After the presentation, they
explained interesting details about making the trailer. 

Lana Velasquez presented Frances with a special book of
poems written about or dedicated to her, produced by Hi-Plains
Poetry Society members, titled,Our Friend, Frances. 

Frances began the workshop by giving out instructions on
writing Asian (Japanese) Haiku, Senryu, Renga and Senga (cre-
ated by John Schmidt) poems. Attendees worked in pairs and
read their results.

On December 5, Hi-Plains Chapter celebrated  in the Sem-
inar Room of the Amarillo Senior Citizens Center. Five people
attended, and although we were few in number, fellowship was
warmly shared. Vice President Frances Clegg-Ferris opened



the meeting, inviting Lana Velasquez and John Schmidt to read
their Asian poems, which were homework for the October
meeting. Von Bourland distributed copies, then read aloud
“How to Write Bad Haikus: A Parody” by John J. Han.  Frances
called for winning poems to be read. Von read her four (4) win-
ning in the 2015 PST Annual Contests. Lana read three (3) win-
ning poems. Seasonal poems were read by Von Bourland and
Bryan Hampton.

John Schmidt presented the workshop on Circular Son-
nets, that he created in the 1970s. Von presented her Circular
Sonnet for critique. Refreshments brought by John, Frances,
Von, and Lana were enjoyed during the break. Lana and Von
sang two Christmas Carols and struggled through reciting
“‘Twas the Night before Christmas,” finishing with a laugh.

John presented his new book publications. Von asked for
a new list of topics for the Hi-Plains category we sponsor in
the Annual PST contests. Fourteen topics were suggested. From
this list, she will choose one topic each year. Our next meeting
will be on February 20, 2016 at 2 P.M. in the Seminar Room of
the Amarillo Senior Center, 1217 S. Tyler Street.

MOCKINGBIRD CHAPTER
Jessica Gonsoulin Reporting

At the regular meeting on November 7, President Aman Khan
noted that the reading by Robert Blanco was a great success,
and we should start thinking of a program with another head-
liner poet for next year, including arts, crafts, and music.

Our Christmas party will be on December 5. Everyone
should bring a dish, two poems to read, a decoration, and a gift
to exchange. Alice Parker will chair the meeting.

The McKinney Main Library has asked Beth Ayers for 
another poetry display during any month. She has chosen 
February and will include photos from the Blanco reading.

POETS OF TARRANT COUNTY
Lynn Lewis Reporting 

The December 7 meeting of the Poets of Tarrant County was
called to order by President Ron Eddins. On the decision to
renew our annual contest sponsorship with Poetry Society of
Texas, the motion was made by Barbara Goerdel and seconded
by Naomi Simmons to continue our Poets of Tarrant County
Prize in 2016.  The affirmative vote was unanimous. 

“Spills of Imagination,” by Justin Barnes, was read by
Contemporary Poet Reader, Jerry Abbott. The minutes from
November were approved, and the following announcements
were made: The upcoming January meeting will feature the
winners and runners-up from the recent PST annual contests.
The runners-up and winner for the Poets of Tarrant County
member contest were Lynn Lewis, 3rd place, Ron Eddins, 2nd
place, and Barbara Berry, 1st place. Chuck Poole read the treas-
ury report. The Spotlight Poet was Angie Goin, who also gave
pencils and sharpeners as gifts. 

During our Spontaneous Poetic discussion, members were

asked to talk about where their inspiration comes from. Presi-
dent Eddins read the kudos list after the break, and assignment
poems were read. A presentation and gift was given to President
Eddins, commemorating his first year as PTC president. The
meeting was then adjourned for our Christmas party.

SAN ANTONIO POETS ASSOCIATION
Valerie Martin Bailey Reporting

Nineteen members were present at the November meeting
conducted by Vice-President Pat Gibbs in the absence of
President Sheila Moore who was on vacation. Program
Chair Michaud Lamrouex led a progressive poem activity
that was great fun and included prizes. Refreshments were
provided by Loretta and Wallace Vaughn.

Winners in the September assigned contest were: 
Valerie Bailey (1st), Sheila Moore (2nd), Iris Maahs (3rd)
Wallace Vaughan (HM). Open contest: Iris Maahs (1st),
Sharon Turner (2nd), Loretta Vaughan (3rd) John Friedland
(HM). Winners for October assigned were: Lois Heger (1st),
Margaret Mayberry (2nd), John Friedland (3rd), Joan Seifert
(HM). Open contest: Sharon Turner (1st), Valerie Bailey
(2nd), Sheila Moore (3rd), Joan Seifert (HM).

The 2014 Edwin M. Eakin Book Award winner, Lisa
Salinas of Spring, will read from  her book Smallest Leaf at
SAPA’s January meeting. Lisa is a non-resident member of
SAPA, and we look forward to her presentation.

TEXOMA POETRY SOCIETY
Susan McGinn Reporting 

The Texoma Poetry Society met on October 10 and December
12. The October 10 meeting was held at the Sherman Public 
Library. Frances Neidhardt began the meeting by discussing
the new particulars of TPS: the group will now be less formal,
with fewer meetings and no elected officers. Instead of having
officers, leadership of meetings will rotate among the mem-
bers. Susan McGinn has volunteered to be the ongoing contact
person for TPS with PST. Frances gave details to the group
about the upcoming PST Awards Banquet and chapbook com-
petition.

Susan McGinn led the group in the day’s program, “Poems
about Fall.” Members brought their favorite poems about 
autumn to share and discuss; these included Keats’ “To 
Autumn,” James Whitcomb Riley’s “When the Frost is on the
Punkin,” Texas poet Betty Adcock’s “East Texas Autumn as a
Way to See Time,” Gerard Manley Hopkins’ “Spring and Fall:
to a Young Child,” the recently composed “Autumn” by John
Samuel Tieman, and others. During the portion of the meeting
when members’ original poetry is presented, Althea Hunt
shared moving poems she has written about her late grand-
father.

On December 12, TPS met at the home of Frances 
Neidhardt for a program on the life of artist Amedeo
Modigliani, including poems written about him by Texas poet
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Jacqueline Kolosov in her 2004 book Souvenir, Modigliani.
This program was planned by Carol Groner, but as she was un-
able to attend, Frances presented the program using Carol’s
notes. The group learned about Modigliani—his tragically short
and very bohemian life, his gifts as an artist, his struggles to be
accepted by the art world, the rage in which he dumped all  his
sculptures into the Seine in Paris and decided to become a
painter instead of a sculptor—and viewed many of his paintings
in the book Modigliani: Beyond the Myth, edited by Mason
Klein. We read and discussed several recent poems Carol
Groner has written about Modigliani’s life, as well as many of
Jacqueline Kolosov’s poems about him; one of the most mov-
ing of Kolosov’s poems was “Falling, Jeanne,” about the sui-
cide of the mother of Modigliani’s child after the artist’s death.

The date of the next meeting of the Texoma Poetry Soci-
ety is currently being determined.

TYLER ROSE GARDEN POETRY SOCIETY
Mary Tindall Reporting 

The Rose Garden Poetry Society met December 10 at the
Hanks Senior Center in Whitehouse. The group filled gift bags
to leave as a surprise for the senior citizens whose building they
use as their regular meeting place. The highlight of the meet-
ing was a video presentation of paintings of Van Gogh accom-
panied by the song “Vincent” by Don MacLean. The poets
appreciated Marie and Kent Dixon for providing the show in
keeping the star theme of the day. Poets read poems they wrote
about “stars” and shared refreshments, then adjourned with the
challenge of writing poems on next month’s theme “frame.”

WICHITA FALLS CHAPTER
Linda Smith Reporting

The Wichita Falls Poetry Society met November 21, at the
Kemp Center for the Arts. Program chair for the month was
Sheri Sutton. Five members and six guests were present. Sheri
introduced James Hoggard, our guest speaker/reader. Jim is the
2000 Poet Laureate of Texas, a writer of poetry, novels, and 
essays, and he is a well-known translator. Jim Hoggard is in
demand as a speaker nationally and internationally and has 
received many awards and honors for his works. He was a pro-
fessor of English at Midwestern State University for 47 years.
It was fascinating and delightful to hear him read from his own
works. A native Wichitan, he is generous with his time in 
addressing local groups.

In the business meeting, minutes and treasurer’s reports
were approved, and a discussion ensued regarding the sales of
tickets to the Kemp Center’s fundraiser, the annual Home &
Garden Festival. The WFPS raises a little money via the sales
and provides volunteers at the festival. Members approved con-
tinuing to sponsor two contests in the PST’s annual contests. It
was decided that Sheri, Doc, and Linda will confer on changes
to the Constitution and Bylaws, after the holidays. 

Doris Leuth Stengel was the Judge for the Edwin
M. Eakin Memorial Book Publication Award 

Doris Leuth Stengel grew up on the prairies of North
Dakota, but marriage took her to the woods and lakes of
Minnesota. She has written poetry since childhood. The
establishment of the Heartland Poets in Brainerd, MN in
the early 1990s, attached her to the League of Minnesota
Poets and reignited her poetry fervor. She has attended
every convention of NFSPS since then, except one. Doris
graduated from the University of North Dakota with a BA
in English Education. She taught part-time as she moth-
ered three children and ended her career in teaching in an
alternative high school. She has served in leadership roles
in her local and state organization and was President of
NFSPS 2006–2008. Doris has three books of poetry 
published: Horizons Measured, Small Town Lines, and
Arrival & Departure.

The William D. Barney Memorial Chapbook Contest
Sponsored by the Fort. Worth Poetry Society 

and the Poetry Society of Texas
Win $100 and 25 copies of the published chapbook!

• Open to Texas residents and/or active PST members only. 
$10 entry fee for PST members — $20 for non-members. Make
check or money order payable to Ft.Worth Poetry Society. No cash.
• Submit 1 copy of manuscript (English only). Minimum pages: 20,
Maximum pages: 32—one poem per page. May be published or
unpublished, but no poems from other books by the author. Do not
send a list of acknowledgements for published poems.
• Author must not be identified on the manuscript. Include a sepa-
rate ID sheet with name, address, phone, email, and manuscript
title. Poems with explicit sexual language or expletives will not be
considered.
• FWPS assumes production costs. For more publishing details con-
tact FWPS president Michael Baldwin at librmike@hotmail.com
• Winner will not be eligible to enter again for six years.
• A qualified, impartial judge (not a member of FWPS or PST) will
judge, and his/her name will not be announced until after contest.
• Winner will be invited to read from the chapbook at the PST sum-
mer conference, a PST monthly meeting in Dallas, and at a 2nd Tues-
day poetry program at Benbrook Public Library.
• Entry in contest acknowledges agreement with all stipulations.
• Entry must be postmarked between January 1 &February 15, 2016.
• Winner announced at April PST meeting – by mail to entrants.
• Mail entries to: President, Michael Baldwin, Ft. Worth Poetry
Society, 10148 Fieldcrest Dr., Benbrook, TX 76126.

A December dinner was planned with a program consist-
ing of members reading their poems that were entered, won or
placed in the PST annual contests. Sheri again generously 
offered to host the dinner meeting. 

Winners in the November contest for the best comic epi-
taph in the form of a limerick were Rosellen Sheetz (1st), Linda
Smith (2nd), Webb Key (3rd), Doyle Woods (1HM), Geneva
Rodgers (2HM), and Monica McCauley (3HM). Critic Judge
was Loretta Diane Walker of Odessa.



Active Members.............165
Associate Members..........17
Life Members...................59
Student Members.............33
Supporting Members..........1

Sustaining Members............9
Recently Deceased..............1
Renewing Members..........12
New Members ....................7
Current Member Total....283

Librarian Barbara Blanks reported on five books
donated to the PST permanent collection:
Vegetables and Other Relationships, by Scott Wiggerman
Lifting the Sky, Edited by Scott Wiggerman and 
Constance Campbell
Insomnia’s Ink, by Susie Clevenger
The Reach of Song, The Poetry Anthology of the Georgia 
Poetry Society, 2015
A Galaxy of Verse, Vol. 25, No. 2, Edited by Barbara Blanks 
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President:
Catherine L’Herisson
518 Grinnell Drive
Garland, TX 75043
972-270-4994
catherinepoet@juno.com
Vice-President:
Budd Powell Mahan
7059 Spring Valley Rd.
Dallas, TX 75254
972-788-4944
buddmahan@att.net
Treasurer:
Aman Khan
6717 Talmadge Lane
Dallas, TX 75230
aman1963@gmail.com
Recording Secretary/
Librarian
Barbara Blanks
1518 Running River Road
Garland, TX  75044-7254
barbarablanks@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary:
Jessica Gonsoulin
150 Enterprise Drive, #2332
McKinney, TX 75069
jlgonsoulin@yahoo.com
Director:
Beth Ayers
8117 Alderwood Place
Plano, TX 75025
bta1955@hotmail.com
Director:
Susan Maxwell Campbell
115 North Wisteria
Mansfield, TX 76063
814-473-6314
maxcamp2@att.net

Director:
Barbara Terrell Goerdel
7704 Velvet Antler Trail
Arlinton, TX 76002-4326
817-419-3383
bgoerdel@att.net

Book Donations Report from Barbara Blanks 

Keep Our Membership Roll Up to Date. 
Contact Membership Chair Lynn Lewis (not Linda

Banks) if there is a change in your contact information:
Address, Phone, or E-mail address.

Contact Lynn at elsquared59@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP REPORT ~ AUGUST, 2015 
from Membership Chair Lynn Lewis

Membership Chairman: Lynn Lewis
1704 Enderly Place  •  Fort Worth, TX  76104
817-921-9322  •  elsquared59@yahoo.com

Contact e-mail for Bulletin Editor, Valerie Bailey 
vbaileyBulletin@satx.rr.com.

Please send book donations to Barbara Blanks at the address listed
under the Executive Board. They will be kept in the PST’s perma-
nent collection at the Dallas Central Public Library.

A Great Lady of PST Passed Away Last April 6
without the memorial tribute she deserved. Our  beloved Freeda
Murphy served in many capacities under the leadership of 13
PST presidents. In early days she sat at a typewriter an entire
Saturday each year, often into the night, as President Bard dic-
tated the annual awards winners list to her. She was responsible
for every aspect of the contests and awards for many years. She
was a Director from 1991-93 and Treasurer from 1993- 2005,
after which she was named Treasurer Emeritus. Words cannot
express adequate praise for Freeda Murphy’s service to PST.

Welcome New Members

THE POETRY SOCIETY OF TEXAS …
meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month from Septem-
ber through May at 2:30 p.m. at the Preston Royal 
Library at 5626 Royal Lane in Dallas, Texas. The 
exception is November when the annual Awards Ban-
quet is held at a Dallas area hotel. 

Andrew L. Beard
San Antonio
Mary “Ray” Goehring
Milam
Lori A. Jones
Dallas
Karen S. Linstrum
Marshall

Madeline Petrikas (Student)
Dallas
Allen Porterie (Student)
Forney

Rita Aiken Moritz (Assoc.)
Pell City, Alabama


